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EASTERN LUNOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston. Rlinois 
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-5981 
FOR I~~EDIATE RELEASE 
April 13, 1987 
Select 
CHARLESTON, IL--Religion and Politics: Is the Relationship Changing? 
is the theme of the 11th Illinois Political Studies Conference at Eastern Illi-
nois University April 15-17. 
All sessions will be held in the University Union beginning at 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 15 . A highlight of Wednesday's sessions will be an address 
by Dr. Winton Solberg, a University of Illinois history professor. 
At 7:30 p.m. in the Charleston-Mattoon Room he will discuss Religion: 
The Burden and Glory of American Political Life. 
Tom Scism, Political Science Department and conference director, said 
speakers will represent collleges and universities from New York to Colorado 
and that participants will include a number of ministers and attorneys. 
Scism said the conference likely "will produce a number of controversial 
positions and statements." 
Floyd Merritt, Speech Communication, Eastern, will speak on Wednesday 
at 2 p.m. in the Effingham Room on "Religion in America: Will It Go The Way 
Of The Dirigible?" 
At the same time in the Greenup Room, a discussion will be held on "Reagan's 
Foreign Policy: Moral and Ethical Issues." 
"The Effect of Democracy Upon the Kingdom Of God In America" will be the 
topic at 3:30p.m. in the Effingham Room. Gene Wilkins, pastor of the Central 
Community Church of Mattoon. 
Thursday's and Friday's sessions will begin at 9 a.m. Admission to all 
sessions is free, Scism said. 
-30-
